Gilbert Middle School Band

Dear 6th grade band parents,

First of all, welcome to the Gilbert Middle School Band Program.  Most of the information about the band program can be found in the handbook that your child should have along with this letter.  This letter is to inform you about some of the frequently asked questions regarding beginning band.  

The first couple of weeks of class will be used to teach basic theory that the students need to know before beginning to play their instrument.  This time will also be used to help the students pick the instrument that they will be playing.  If the student played in the 5th grade band, we would prefer that they stay on the instrument that they have been playing.  We are asking new band students to write down their top three choices for what instrument they would like to play.  The choices for beginning band are:  flute, clarinet, alto saxophone, trumpet, trombone, baritone, or percussion (snare and bells).  After taking into account the students top choices, we will do “mouthpiece testing” to make sure the student is capable of playing the instrument he or she would like to play.  Please remind your child to keep an open mind with the instruments that are suggested for them.  There is a proper, balanced instrumentation that we are striving for—nobody wants to hear a band with 35 drummers.

Once the mouthpiece testing is done the students can then get their instruments.  We have a very limited number of school-owned instruments that may be rented through the program.  Our rentals are generally limited to larger instruments that cannot normally be rented at local stores.  Please don’t depend on renting a school instrument.  If there is a major financial concern please let us know and we will do our best to try and find the student an instrument.  The materials required for band include the instrument (including mouthpiece, reeds, etc.) and a method book.  The book we are using is Essential Elements 2000 book 1.  The book and instrument can be bought/rented through any local music stores.  Please contact them with any question regarding cost of particular instruments.  Most stores have the option of renting, as well as rent-to-own instruments.  

Please contact us if you have any questions (821-1789),

Sid Tyner


Mark Hodowanec

styner@lexington1.net
mhodowanec@lexington1.net 
